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“ It has long been accepted that protected 
areas are essential in any National policy 
for biodiversity and landscape conservation. 
However until recently management of many 
such areas was oddly amateurish and did 
not do justice to the importance of the task 
of caring for heritage resources. Through 
its World Commission on Protected Areas 
(WCPA), IUCN advocates a much more 
rigorous approach in which managers are 
asked to be explicit about what they are 
aiming to do, and to measure their progress 
against these declared objectives. The 
approach is called assessing management 
effectiveness, and the response is called 
adaptive management.

 The work on the assessment of management 
effectiveness pioneered in the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area represents a 
thorough professional review. Its significance 
lies not only in its relevance to the future 
management of the area itself, but also in 
its potential to offer lessons that other site 
managers could learn from. It is indeed an 
excellent piece of work that tries honestly 
to assess the quality of management and to 
identify what needs to be done to improve it. 
Congratulations to all concerned. ”

 —Adrian Phillips, 
 Chair, World Commission on Protected Areas 
 (1994–2000)

“ Evaluation is not a 
widely practised art 
among conservation 
managers and 
the work done on 
evaluative methods 
and processes in 
Tasmania has broken 
new ground and set 
global benchmarks. 
This report is a 
very useful tool in 
Australia’s ongoing 
stewardship of this 
significant World 
Heritage site. ”

 —Bryce McNair,
 Chairperson, 
 World Heritage Area 
 Consultative Committee

“ This rigorous, complete and 
totally honest evaluation 
of the implementation 
of the first Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage 
Area Management Plan is 
to be highly commended. 
The scientific content is 
appropriate and accurate, 
and should inform future 
decision-making in relation 
to the many critical 
management issues covered 
by the second plan. ”

 —Professor Jamie Kirkpatrick, 
 School of Geography, 
 University of Tasmania

“ The strong linkage between 
the evaluation process and 
the management plan for the 
area is a feature of this report 
and provides an excellent 
basis for assessing progress in 
management of this important 
World Heritage site. ”

 —Dr Marc Hockings, 
 Vice-Chair (Management  
 Effectiveness) 
 World Commission on 
 Protected Areas

“ The development of the first 
management plan for the 
Tasmanian Wilderness World 
Heritage Area in 1992 and the 
completion of an evaluation 
of the effectiveness of that 
plan has immense value 
and significance for World 
Heritage management practice 
globally. The application of 
the World Heritage identity as 
an integrator of management 
practices across the multiple 
protected areas that make up 
the Tasmanian Wilderness 
World Heritage Area has 
significant lessons for countries 
that are grappling with how 
the World Heritage Convention 
can be used to conserve 
thematic or geographical 
protected area clusters. I am 
impressed with the work that 
has gone into this detailed 
and comprehensive report. 
Congratulations and well 
done! ”

 —Dr. Natarajan Ishwaran, 
 Chief, Natural Heritage Section, 
 UNESCO World Heritage Centre
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